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DAYTON, Ohio- There's nothing like opening day at the ballpark- a new season, a 
fresh start, the potential for an eventual championship still a reality. And oh, that first playing 
of the National Anthem. 
Fifteen University of Dayton students are eager to take the field and take on the 
challenging vocal piece before the Dayton Dragons take on the Fort Wayne Wizards Thursday, 
AprilS, at Fifth Third Field. The students, all members of the Sigma Alpha Iota international 
professional music fraternity for women, will perform at 6:55 p.m. The game will begin at 7 p.m. 
UD senior Deb Dempsey, a music therapy major, arranged the four-part-harmony 
version of "The Star-Spangled Banner" the women will perform. 
Senior Viki Rill, also a music therapy major, said the women auditioned for a spot 
March 3 at the Dayton Mall. Rill said the singers received a letter indicating they'd earned a 
spot, but only recently learned they were invited to sing on opening day. 
"We're very excited," said Rill, adding that the singers have not performed in a venue 
larger than a basketball arena. "We love to perform, and the opportunity to sing in front of so 
many people, in such a large forum and at event like this is a very big deal for all of us." 
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For media interviews, contact Viki Rill at (937) 627-8937 or via e-mail at 
rillvikl@flyemet.udayton.edu. 
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